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1. COURSE GOAL(s)

The main purpose of the course is to introduce students to the arrangement of
constitutional law of the USA, from the origins of the state to present day.

Upon completion of the course the student is expected to:

know the basic theoretical issues related to the formation of the constitutional system
of the USA during various periods of history and to the place of the governmental and local
property in the economic basis of the society; the prime characteristics of social obligations
in the USA’s constitutional arrangement; the public authorities’ capacity in the domain of
public and private property regulation, management and control,

have an idea of the primary directions of the constitutional reform, the arrangement
and issues of legal regulation of government and local authorities’ contractual and financial
relations; be capable of generalization of the USA’s experience in successfully handling the
matters of local significance; make their own justified suggestions regarding the trajectories
of further improvement of the economic basis of government and local authorities.

be able to handle the constitutional, local, administrative, civil and other specific
legislation regarding the matters of compound regulation of the governmental and private
property relations; analyse the subject matter of the legislative acts in the field and their
application, distinguish the acts of higher priority in the public and private property relations
regulation hierarchy; characterize the public authorities’ place and capacity in the domain of
ownership relations;

have an idea of the basic legal mechanics of the constitutional regulation of
ownership, including governmental, local and private ownership management, the primary
constitutional legislative principles of influencing the course of citizens’ personal, political,
socio-economic and cultural rights, the biggest issues of the field and prospects of their
resolution.

have acquired the skills of public debate regarding the matters of legal foundation to
the state’s participation in economic and social fields, analysis of the primary legal methods
and means of constitutional regulation of economic and social relations, and drafting of the
essential prerequisite material for further use in preparing the drafts of legislative acts in the
domain of regulation of government’s interference into economic and social fields.

2. REQUIREMENTS FOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Mastering the course is aimed at the Master’s students’ formation of the following
competencies (part of competencies):

Table 2.1. List of competences that students acquire through the course study

Competence Competence formation indicators

code Competence descriptor (within this course)

Can use their speaking and
writing skills to express a GPC-4.1. Knows the meaning of the basic and
legal position regarding the |specific legal concepts, terms, and definitions, can
case in adversary use them to construct their oral and written position
proceedings as well as regarding specific legal issue.

different settings.

GPC-4




Competence
code

Competence formation indicators

Competence descriptor (within this course)

PC-3.1. Can reveal the societal need for legal
Can draft regulatory acts regulation of specific societal relations, formulate
using relevant achievements | the concept of corresponding regulation;

of legal science, taking into | PC-3.3. Conducts drafting of regulatory acts in

PC-3 account the international various areas of law with account taken of the
practices and regulation, and | current achievements of the science of law,
the legal system national legal system development tendencies, and
development tendencies. international practices and regulation of societal

relation of analogous nature.

PC-4.3. Has practical research skills for legal
expertise of drafts of legal acts of various fields of
law taking into account the rules of legal writing,
legal science achievements, tendencies of the
national legal system development, and
international experience in regulating societal
relations of analogous nature.

Can provide qualified legal

PC-4 expertise of legal acts

3.COURSE IN HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
The course refers to the core/variable/elective* component of (B1) block of the

higher educational programme curriculum.
* - Underline whatever applicable.

Within the higher education programme students also master other (modules) and / or
internships that contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as results
of the course study.

Table 3.1. The list of the higher education programme components/disciplines that
contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as the course study results

Compete Competence Previous Subsequent
nce code descriptor courses/modules* courses/modules*
VYuyeOHast mpakTUKa
. - negaroruyecka),
Can use their speaking (nen )
. . HpOI/ISBOL[CTBeHHa}I IIpaKTUKa,
and writing skills to
- ®dunocodust npasa; B T.4. IPEAUILUIOMHA;
express a legal position
. . HpaBOBaH aHaJIMTHKA, HO,I[FOTOBKa K caadue€ u caaydya
GPC-4 regarding the case in
. Koncturynnonnas TOCYyZapCTBEHHOI'O DK3aMEHA;
adversary proceedlngs HOCTULIHA O(i)O MJICHHUEC, TIOATOTOBKA K
as well as different H 1o pe . 3a’ mﬂm .
settings. POHEAYPE 3all m
BBIITYCKHOHA

KBaJIM(UKAIIMOHHOM paboThI

KoHcTuTynimonHo-npasoBoe
peryaupoBaHue MpaB u CBOOO
4eJIBOEKA U IpakJaHUHA B
Koncturynnonneie Poccun u 3a pyGexom;
OCHOBBI MEXaHU3Ma W36uparenbHoe MpaBo U
MPaBOBOTO PETYIUPOBAHUS | U30MpATEIbHBIC CIIOPHI;
WHceTuTyT Npe3naeHTeTBa:
KOHCTUTYIIMOHHBIC OCHOBBI U
IPAKTHKA

Can draft regulatory
acts using relevant
achievements of legal
science, taking into
account the international
practices and regulation,
and the legal system
development tendencies.

PC-3




Compete Competence Previous Subsequent
nce code descriptor courses/modules* courses/modules*

(YHKLIIMOHUPOBAHUS;
[Tpobaembr
KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOTI'O IIpaBa
crpad bimxnaero BocToka,
Azun u Appuku,
I'ocynapcrBenHOE
YIIPaBJICHHUE;
HcnonnurenbHas BIacTh:
po0JIeMbl OpraHU3aluu 1
(YHKIMOHUPOBAHUS;
Koncturynuonsas
HOJIUTOJIOTUS;

Pa3paboTtka u npunsaTHE
HOPMAaTUBHBIX IIPABOBbIX
aKTOB: TEOPHS U NIPAKTUKA
HOPMOTBOPYECTBA;
[IpousBoxacTBEHHAs IPAKTHKA,
B T.4. IpEJAUILIOMHAS,
IToaroroska k ciade u caaua
roCy/1IapCTBEHHOI'0 SK3aMeHa

CyneOHble 1 BHECy1eOHBIC
MEXaHHU3MBI 3aITUTHI TIPAB U
3aKOHHBIX HHTCPECOB;
W30uparenpHoe npaBo u
n30upareIbHbIC CIIOPHL;

KonctutynnonHo-npasosoe
IIpaBoBas aHaNIUTHKA;

eryJIpOBaHUE
Koncrurymmonnoe ian}(])rgo6no>1<eHmr
Can provide qualified perynuoBaHue B cepe ’
. BnusiHue Ha mpuHSTHE
PC-4 legal expertise of legal | myOonruHO-TIPaBOBBIX
. rOCY/IapCTBEHHO-
acts OTHOILICHUH; ..
KoHCTHTyIHOHHAs YIPaBICHYECKUX PEIICHUI:
fOCTHIHS TEOpHs U MpaKTHUKa 1000M3Ma;

[IpousBoacTBEHHAs IPAKTHKA,
B T.4. IPEJAUIIJIOMHAS;
Odopmitenne, NoAroToBKa K
IPOLEype 3aALUTHI U 3aIUTa
BBIITYCKHOM
KBaJIM()UKAIIMOHHON paboThI

*To be filled in according to the competence matrix of the higher education programme.

4. COURSE WORKLOAD AND ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
1)The total workload of the course is 2 credits (72 academic hours).

Table 4.1. Types of academic activities during the periods of higher education
programme mastering (full-time training)*

Total Training
Type of academic activities academic modules

hours 6




Total Training
Type of academic activities academic modules
hours 6
Contact academic hours 32 32
Seminars (workshops/tutorials) (S) 32 32
Self-studies 22 22
Evaluation and assessment (exam/passing/failing grade) 18 18
Course workload academic hours_ 72 72
credits 2 2
5. COURSE CONTENTS
Table 5.1. Course contents and academic activities types
Course module title Academic

Course module contents (topics)

activities types

Subject, mission and
methodology of research of
the USA’s constitutional
law.

Subject and mission of the course. Methodology of
research of the USA’s constitutional law as a
federative state. Historical periods of development
of the constitutional law of the USA. The sources
of constitutional law.

The Constitution of the
USA; constitutions of
specific states.

Basic traits of the USA’s constitutionalism.
Essence and substance of the Constitution of the
USA and specific states’ constitutional acts.
Operation of the constitutions. Amendment of the
constitutions, constitutional reforms, historical
evolution and prospects of development of the
constitutions.

Constitutional foundations
of the USA’s economical
structure.

Constitutional regulation of the institute of
ownership in the USA as a whole as well as
specific states. Constitutional regulation of finance.
Constitutional basis of environmental protection.

USA’s government and
societal structure.

Constitutional regulation of political rights,
freedoms and obligations in the USA as a whole
and in the specific states. Constitutional status of
national minorities in the USA as a whole and in
the specific states. Matters of constitutional
regulation of socio-cultural sphere in the USA.

American federalism.

Major traits and prospects of development of the
USA’s state system. Citizens’ representation in the
specific states” and the USA’s parliaments.
Formation of the supreme chambers. Classification
of types of supreme chamber formation orders.

Elections in the USA.

Constitutional regulation of elections. Elections
law and electoral system of the USA. Legal
regulation of parties’ participation in the elections.
Constitutional regulation of referendums in the
USA. Other types of civil voting.

Superior public authorities
of the USA and specific

Functions, aims and capability of the President of
the USA. President and government in the system




Course module title

Course module contents (topics)

Academic
activities types

states.

for President’s liability.

deputies.

constitutional judiciary.

of supreme public authorities. Constitutional basis

Legislative bodies of authority. Formation and
structure of legislative bodies. Legislative bodies v
political parties. Capabilities of the legislative
bodies. Legislation procedure. Legal status of the

Judiciary. Constitutional basis of the judicative
authority. Formation, structure and capability of
regular and special courts. Basic outline of

Public authority within a
state: governing and local

authorities.

system. Regionalism.

Local self-government bodies. Local government
bodies. Federal v state governing. Prospects of
development of the USA’s model of municipal

* - to be filled in only for full -time training: LC - lectures; LW - lab work; S - seminars.

6. CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT
REQUIREMENTS

Table 6.1. Classroom equipment and technology support requirements

Type of
academic
activities

Classroom equipment

Specialised educational / laboratory
equipment, software, and materials
for course study
(if necessary)

Lecture

A lecture hall for lecture-type
classes, equipped with a set of
specialised furniture; board (screen)
and technical means of multimedia
presentations.

A set of specialized furniture; technical
means:

Monoblock

Multimedia projector

Screen for projector

Marker board

Wi-Fi

Lab work

A classroom for laboratory work,
individual consultations, current and
mid-term assessment; equipped with
a set of specialised furniture and
machinery.

A set of specialized furniture; technical
means:

Monoblock

Multimedia projector

Screen for projector

Marker board

Wi-Fi

Seminar

A classroom  for  conducting
seminars, group and individual
consultations, current and mid-term
assessment; equipped with a set of
specialised furniture and technical
means for multimedia presentations.

A set of specialized furniture; technical
means:

Monoblock

Multimedia projector

Screen for projector

Marker board

Wi-Fi

Computer Lab

A classroom for conducting classes,
group and individual consultations,
current and mid-term assessment,

A set of specialized furniture; technical
means:
Monoblock




Specialised educational / laboratory
equipment, software, and materials
for course study
(if necessary)

Type of
academic Classroom equipment
activities

equipped with personal computers | Multimedia projector
(in the amount of 30 pcs), a board | Screen for projector
(screen) and technical means of | Marker board
multimedia presentations. Wi-Fi

Aclassroom for independent work of | A set of specialized furniture; technical
students (can be used for seminars | means:

and consultations), equipped with a | Monoblock

Self-studies set of specialised furniture and | Multimedia projector

computers with access to the | Screen for projector

electronic information and | Marker board

educational environment. Wi-Fi

* The premises for students’ self-studies are subject to MANDATORY mention
7. RESOURCES RECOMMENDED FOR COURSE STUDY

Main readings:

1.  Chemerinsky E. Constitutional Law: Principles and Policies. Wolters Kluwer.
New York. 2015.

2. Brennan S. The U.S. Constitution and Related Documents. Skyhorse. 2012.

3. Richard F. The Dynamic Constitution: An Introduction to American Constitution
Law. Cambridge University Press. 2004.

4, Dorf M., Morrison T. The Oxford Introduction to U.S. Law: Constitutional Law.
Oxford University Press. 2010.

5. Levy L., Karst K, Winkler A., Encyclopedia of the American Constitution.
Macmillan. 2000.

Additional readings:

1. Vile J. Encyclopedia of Constitutional Amendments, Proposed Amendments and
Amending Issues 1789-2010. Volume 1. ABC-CLIO. 2010.

2. Dworkin R. Fredom’s Law: The Moral Reading of American Constitution. OUP
Oxford. 1997.

3. Cogan N. The Complete Bill of Rights: The Drafts, Debates, Sources, and Origins.
Oxford University Press. 2015.

4. Dahl R. How Democratic is the American Constitution? Yale University Press.
2001.

5. Levinson S. Our Undemocratic Constitution: Where the Constitution Goes Wrong
(And How We the People Can Correct It). Oxford University Press. 2006.

Internet sources

1. The Library of Congress // https://read.gov/

2. Harvard Law Review // https://harvardlawreview.org/
3. Google Library // https://books.gogle.com/

Databases and search engines:
- JSTOR https://www.jstor.org/?ref=bbbsite



https://read.gov/
https://harvardlawreview.org/
https://books.gogle.com/
https://www.jstor.org/?ref=bbbsite

- Google search engine https://www.google.ru/
- Scopus abstract database http://www.elsevierscience.ru/products/scopus/

Training toolkit for self- studies to master the course *:

* The training toolkit for self- studies to master the course is placed on the course page in the
university telecommunication training and information system under the set procedure.

8. ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT AND GRADING SYSTEM* FOR
EVALUATION OF STUDENTS’ COMPETENCES LEVELUPON
COURSECOMPLETION

The assessment toolkit and the grading system* to evaluate the competences
formation level (competences in part) upon the course study completion are specified in the
Appendix to the course syllabus.

* The assessment toolkit and the grading system are formed on the basis of the requirements of the relevant
local normative act of RUDN University (regulations / order).
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