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5. COURSE GOAL(s) 

 

The main purpose is to increase postgraduates’ theoretical knowledge of law to level 

of mastering of the methodology of legal science. Special emphasis is laid on the skills that 

are required to develop original academic arguments, use appropriate textual evidence to 

support these arguments, to use counter-arguments to temper and strengthen ideas, and 

develop a sophisticated and up-to-date academic writing style.  

The course covers the history of legal science; methodological approaches, their 

formation, development and current status. 

The course makes students aware of the correlation between objective and subjective 

factors in cognition of law; forming conceptions about criteria of scientific cognition.  

 

2. REQUIREMENTS FOR LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Mastering the course «History and Methodology of Legal Science» is aimed at the 

masters’s students’ formation of the following competencies (part of competencies): 

 

Table 2.1. List of competencesthat  students acquire through the coursestudy 
Competence 

code 
Competence descriptor 

Competence formation indicators  

(within this course) 

GC-4. 

GC-4. Able to use modern 

communication technologies 

in the official (national) 

language of the Russian 

Federation and foreign 

language(s) for academic 

and professional interaction. 

GC-4.1. Establishes and develops professional 

contacts according to the needs of joint activities, 

including the exchange of information and the 

development of a common communication 

strategy;  

GC-4.3. Presents the results of academic and 

professional activities at various public events, 

including international events, choosing the most 

appropriate format; 

GC-6 

GC-6. Able to identify and 

implement priorities for 

his/her own activities and 

ways to improve them on the 

basis of self-assessment.  

GC-6.1. Evaluates his/her resources and their 

limits (personal, situational, time) and uses them 

optimally for the successful performance of the 

assigned task; 

GC-6.2. Identifies priorities for professional 

development and ways to improve own 

performance based on self-assessment according 

to selected criteria; 

GC-6.3. Builds a flexible professional trajectory 

using continuing education tools, taking into 

account the accumulated professional experience 

and dynamically changing labour market 

requirements. 

GPC-1 

GPC-1. Able to analyse non-

standard situations of law 

enforcement practice and 

propose optimal solutions. 

GPC-1.1. Possesses general and specific 

knowledge for identifying and solving non-

standard situations (situations in which no 

uniform approaches to the application of law 

norms are formed) in law enforcement practice; 

GPC-1.2. Analyze non-standard situations in law 

enforcement practice, including identifying legal 

and other causes and/or conditions for their 

occurrence; 



 

 

 

   

Competence 

code 
Competence descriptor 

Competence formation indicators  

(within this course) 

GPC-1.3. Develops optimal solutions for non-

standard situations of law enforcement practice, 

taking into account possible legal consequences, 

and prepares these solutions in the form 

prescribed by law. 

GPC-7. 

GPC-7. Able to apply 

information technology and 

use legal databases to solve 

professional problems, 

taking into account 

information security 

requirements. 

GPC-7.1. Knows basic information technologies 

and legal databases to solve problems in various 

fields of legal activity;  

 

3.COURSE IN HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

The course «History and Methodology of Legal Science» refers to the core 

component of  (B1) block of the higher educational programme curriculum. 
* - Underline whatever applicable. 

Within the higher education programme students also master other (modules) and / or 

internships  that contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as results 

of the  course study. 

 

Table 3.1. The list of the higher education programme components/disciplines that 

contribute to the achievement of the expected learning outcomes as the course study results 

 
Compete

nce code 

Competence 

descriptor 

Previous 

courses/modules* 

Subsequent 

courses/modules* 

GC-4. 

Able to use modern 

communication 

technologies in the 

official (national) 

language of the Russian 

Federation and foreign 

language(s) for 

academic and 

professional interaction. 

  

GC-6 

Able to identify and 

implement priorities for 

his/her own activities 

and ways to improve 

them on the basis of 

self-assessment.  

 
Foreign Language 

Russian Language 

GPC-1 

Able to analyse non-

standard situations of 

law enforcement 

practice and propose 

optimal solutions. 

Philosophy of Law Comparative Law Research 

GPC-7. 
Able to apply 

information technology 
  



 

 

 

   

Compete

nce code 

Competence 

descriptor 

Previous 

courses/modules* 

Subsequent 

courses/modules* 

and use legal databases 

to solve professional 

problems, taking into 

account information 

security requirements. 
* To be filled in according to the competence matrix of the higher education programme. 

 

4. COURSE WORKLOAD AND ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 

1)The total workload of the course is 2 credits (72 academic hours). 

 

Table 4.1. Types of academic activities during the periods of higher education 

programme mastering (full -time training)* 

 

Type of academic activities 
Totalacademic 

hours 

Semesters/training modules 

1 2 3 4 

�K�R�Q�W�D�F�W���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���K�R�X�U�V 54 54    

 

Lectures (LC) 18 18    

Seminars (workshops/tutorials) (S) 18 18    

Self-studies 18 18    

Evaluation and assessment 

(exam/passing/failing grade) 
18 18   





 

 

 

   

6. Mark Van Hoecke, Methodologies of Legal Research: Which Kind of Method for 

What Kind of Discipline. Blumsbury, Oxford and Portland, 2011. 

 

Internet sources 

1. Electronic libraries (EL) of RUDN University and other institutions, to which 

university students have access on the basis of concluded agreements: 

- RUDN Electronic Library System  (RUDN ELS) http://lib.rudn.ru/MegaPro/Web 

- EL  "University Library Online" http://www.biblioclub.ru 

- EL "Yurayt" http://www.biblio-online.ru 

- EL "Student Consultant" www.studentlibrary.ru 

- EL "Lan" http://e.lanbook.com/ 

- EL "Trinity Bridge" 

- Academic Writing – URL: 

http://www.hectorortiz.cl/articulos/academic_writing_2008.swf 

-Academese. – URL: http://grammar.about.com/od/ab/g/Academese.htm 

-Documentation. – URL: http://grammar.about.com/od/d/g/Documentation.htm 

-Plagiarism. – URL: http://grammar.about.com/od/pq/g/plagiarismterm.htm 

  

2.Databases and search engines: 

- electronic foundation of legal and normative-technical documentation 

http://docs.cntd.ru/ 

- Yandex search engine https:// www .yandex.ru/ 

- Google search engine https://www.google.ru/ 

- Scopus abstract database http://www.elsevierscience.ru/products/scopus/ 

 

Training toolkit for self- studies to master the course *: 

 
* The training toolkit for self- studies to master the course  isplaced   on the course page in the 

university telecommunication training and information system under the set procedure. 

 

8. ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT AND GRADING SYSTEM* FOR 

EVALUATION OF STUDENTS’ COMPETENCES LEVELUPON 

COURSECOMPLETION  

 

The assessment toolkit and the grading system* to evaluate the competences 

formation level (competences in part) upon the course study completionare specified in the 

Appendix to the course syllabus. 

 
* The assessment toolkit and the grading system  are formed on the basis of the requirements of the relevant 

local normative act of RUDN University (regulations / order). 
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